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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



2. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hashimoto (US, 4,850,005). 

Regarding claims 1 and 9, Hashimoto discloses a telephone device with artificial 
intelligence (column 1, lines 6-8), (which reads on claimed "a method of operating a 
telephone answering device connected to a telephone line"), the method comprising: 

answering an incoming call (column 5, line 32 "calling signal") on the telephone 
line (column 5, lines 32-35); 

playing a general outgoing message (column 5, line 38 "outgoing message") on 
the telephone line (column 5, lines 35-42); and 

responsive to receipt on the telephone line of a code (column 5, line 57 
"recognizing code") associated with a special message storage location (column 5, line 
58 "RAM-2"), playing a message (column 5, line 58 "voice pattern") stored in the special 
message storage location on the telephone line (column 5, lines 48-60) [The caller 
voices his name which is transmitted to the voice recognition for recognizing the code 
associated to the specific message for the caller]. 



States. 
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Regarding claims 2, 10, 20 and 30, Hashimoto discloses responsive to 
expiration of a predetermined period of time without receipt on the telephone line of the 
code associated with the special message storage location, recording an incoming 
message received on the telephone line (column 6, lines 1 1-25). 

Regarding claims 3, 11 and 29, Hashimoto discloses subsequent to playing the 
message stored in the special message storage location on the telephone line, 
recording an incoming message received on the telephone line (column 6, lines 25-33). 

Regarding claims 4, 12 and 19, Hashimoto discloses subsequent to playing the 
message stored in the special message storage location, storing an incoming message 
received on the telephone line in the special message storage location (column 3, lines 
24-58). 

Regarding claims 5 and 13, Hashimoto discloses wherein more than one 
message is stored in the special message storage location, the method further 
comprising enabling a caller to select one or more of the more than one message to be 
played on the telephone line (column 3, lines 24-58). 
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Regarding claims 6 and 14, Hashimoto discloses subsequent to playing the 
message stored in the special message storage location, replacing the message stored 
in the special message storage location with an incoming message (column 3, lines 24- 
58). 

Regarding claims 7, 15, 18 and 31, Hashimoto discloses subsequent to the 
playing a general outgoing message on the telephone line, playing a special tone on the 
telephone line if a special outgoing message has previously been recorded (column 7, 
lines 14-23). 

Regarding claims 8, 16, 21, 26 and 32, Hashimoto discloses wherein the code 
comprises at least one dual-tone multi-frequency tone (column 7, lines 14-23). 

Regarding claim 17, Hashimoto discloses a telephone device with artificial 
intelligence (column 1 , lines 6-8), (which reads on claimed "a telephone answering 
device") comprising: 

a control circuit (1 on FIG. 1a) connectable to a telephone line (L1 and L2 on 
FIG. 1a); and 

a storage medium (RAM-1 and RAM-2 on FIG. 1b) connected to the control 
circuit that stores a general outgoing message (column 2, line 38 "general outgoing 
message"), a special outgoing message (column 2, line 39 "specific message") and 
incoming messages (column 2, line 35 "message"), wherein, responsive to receipt of an 
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incoming call (column 5, line 32 "calling signal") on the telephone line, the control circuit 
answers the call, plays the general outgoing message on the telephone line (column 5, 
lines 35-42); and 

responsive to receipt of a code (column 5, line 57 "recognizing code") 
corresponding to the special outgoing message, plays the special outgoing message on 
the telephone line (column 5, lines 48-60) [The caller voices his name which is 
transmitted to the voice recognition for recognizing the code associated to the specific 
message for the caller]. 

Regarding claim 22, Hashimoto discloses wherein the storage medium 
comprises random access memory (column 2, lines 31-41). 

Regarding claim 23, Hashimoto discloses wherein the storage medium 
comprises at least one magnetic tape (column 3, lines 10-20). 

Regarding claim 24, Hashimoto discloses wherein the storage medium 
comprises a digital storage medium (column 2, lines 31-41). 

Regarding claim 25, Hashimoto discloses a telephone device with artificial 
intelligence (column 1 , lines 6-8), (which reads on claimed "a method of programming a 
telephone answering device connectable to a telephone line"), the method comprising: 

recording a general outgoing message (column 3, lines 24-25); 
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inputting a code (column 3, lines 37-42); and 

recording a special outgoing message (column 3, lines 50-51 "outgoing 
messages is recorded") associated with the code such that upon receipt of an incoming 
call (column 5, line 32 "calling signal") on the telephone line, the telephone answering 
device answers the incoming call, plays the general outgoing message on the telephone 
line (column 5, lines 35-42); and 

responsive to receipt on the telephone line of the code, plays the special 
outgoing message on the telephone line (column 5, lines 48-60) [The caller voices his 
name which is transmitted to the voice recognition for recognizing the code associated 
to the specific message for the caller]. 

Regarding claim 27, Hashimoto discloses wherein the step of inputting a code 
further comprises inputting the code using a keypad of the telephone answering device 
(column 3, lines 59-62). 

Regarding claim 28, Hashimoto discloses a telephone device with artificial 
intelligence (column 1, lines 6-8), (which reads on claimed "a method of operating a 
telephone answering device connected to a telephone line"), the method comprising: 

answering an incoming call (column 5, line 32 "calling signal") on the telephone 
line (column 5, lines 32-35); 

playing a general outgoing message (column 5, line 38 "outgoing message") on 
the telephone line (column 5, lines 35-42); 
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subsequent to playing the general outgoing message, determining whether a 
code (column 5, line 57 "recognizing code") corresponding to a special outgoing 
message (column 5, line 58 "voice pattern") has been received on the telephone line 
(column 5, lines 35-42); and 

responsive to a determination (column 5, line 55 "recognition result") that the 
code corresponding to the special outgoing message has been received on the 
telephone line, playing the special outgoing message on the telephone line (column 5, 
lines 48-60) [The caller voices his name which is transmitted to the voice recognition for 
recognizing the code associated to the specific message for the caller]. 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Shalom et al. is cited for a multiple message answering machine (FIG. 1). 

Nabkel is cited for a method for posting messages to callers (FIG. 1). 

Ball et al. is cited for a telephone call screening and answering device (FIG. 1 ). 



Conclusion 



• 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0981 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (703) 305-4895. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9314 for 
regular communications and for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4750. 




gg- 

May 29, 2003 




